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When we reflect on the readings and the gospel today, we should ask ourselves, are we patient 

are we kind? Will God receive glory through our persistent prayers? 

One motto that I have shamefully lived by most of my life is “why do today what you can put off 

till tomorrow. I am not proud of it but I am admittedly a procrastinator.  

When it comes to patience, I can lean either way, I can wait in a doctor’s office without pacing 

or wait in line at the supermarket but I will stand in front the microwave and pop the door open 

when there is still five seconds left on the timer. 

God is patient with his people. Is this a true statement? If we believe that God does not exist in 

time, how can we believe that God is either patient or impatient. Patience implies waiting and 

waiting implies time.  It boggles my mind. Maybe I’ll think about this tomorrow. 

So, why do we tend to impose our human limitations on God?  

Close your eyes and think about how you picture, in your imagination, what God looks like. 

Most of us see an old man with white hair and a long white beard. We see God through the eyes 

of our humanity. By imagining God as an old man, we see God as we exist as aging individuals. 

It gives us comfort and a sense of peace that this gentle old man full of love and endlessly patient 

with his creation is waiting for us to come home. 

It would be better if we could see God with spiritual eyes. Let the Holy Spirit illuminate our 

hearts with truth and leave our imagination to tasks better suited for this life. Our prayer for 

guidance should begin with “Come Holy Spirit fill the hearts of the faithful, enkindle in them the 

fire of your love. 
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So, what does God ask of his children. He asks us to honor him, be grateful for the love he 

bestows on us, put him first before all things. Even those who you love the most in this life. 

He asks us to be thankful for our brothers and sisters, his children, obey his commandments and 

to be persistent in our prayers.  

When there is continuity in our prayers and we are called as St Paul tells us in the second reading 

today to “proclaim the word” we can do so with confidence and as St Paul goes on to say and I 

quote, “be persistent whether it is convenient or inconvenient; convince, reprimand, encourage 

through all patience and teaching.” End of quote.    

Don’t let the distractions of this life keep you from focusing on God. Look at the blessings you 

have gained in this life are they not all of them a gift from Heaven? 

We pray when we need things and we don’t pray when we don’t receive. We pray when we’re 

sick but we don’t pray when we’re healthy. 

We should pray when our foot touches the floor in the morning and we should pray when our 

head hits the pillow at night.  

We should pray just because we have a god that loves us. 

Whenever the subject of persistence or perseverance in prayer is discussed, St Monica is the 

example most of us refer to in our Catholic World. It is said that she prayed for her son, 

Augustine for 27 years before he finally had his enlightenment. That’s persevering in prayer.  
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St Augustine once wrote in a letter, “when the apostle tells us; pray without ceasing, he means 

this: Desire unceasingly that life of happiness which is nothing if not eternal.” End of quote. In 

other words, our very life becomes a prayer by our desire to please God in everything we do. 

Perseverance is also displayed in the first reading when Moses tried to succeed in holding aloft 

the Staff of God, but if it wasn’t for Aaron and Hur, Joshua and his army would not have 

succeeded in defeating the Amalekites. That’s perseverance with the aid of others. We can 

persevere even when it requires the help of others like when our parents taught to pray when we 

were children.  

There were nine children baptized in our parish yesterday and one of the things I remind their 

parents is to teach their children to pray so when the time comes it will not be their duty to pray 

but a natural part of their life. The children are our future teach them to persevere in the faith. 

The woman in the Gospel, desperate for the help of the judge, did not succeed because her cause 

was just but because she was persistent in pleading her cause to a man who had no interest in 

helping her, but was worn down by her persistence and the possibility of a stain on his 

reputation. 

God, unlike the judge, desires our persistent pleading through prayer. We cannot wear God down 

by calling upon him to fulfill our needs. It’s his abundant love that we seek and his abundant 

love that he pours out on us endlessly that quenches the thirst in our souls and puts us on the 

narrow path to his glory. 

Jesus calls on us as he did his disciples to pray endlessly. Pray in all we do. The words don’t 

have to form on our lips but they do have to be in our hearts.  
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Persevere in the love that you return to our Heavenly Father who loves us beyond whatever our 

minds can comprehend. If we can return even a fraction of the love, he gives us our hopes and 

prayers will be rewarded for eternity. And so we can pray together, Glory be to Father…… 

 

 


